12/28/69 



Mr. Joseph A. Ball 
Ball, ^unt. Hart and Brown 
120 1-inden Are., 

^ong Beech, Calif. 90802 

Dear Mr. Ball, 

If we can profit from the past, perhaps that is as much as we should 
hope for. hare bo desire ■ to resurrect it, but if you doubt the accuracy of 
what. I said that you address in the first paragraph of your letter of the 15th, 
which didn’t arrive until today, I invite you to consult your own files. However, 
1 am content to abandon that in favor of tae constructive purposes I believe can 
now be served. 

I regret I do not have time to consult my own files, for I am deep in 
behind-achedule work. It is my recollection that I asked you what you are pre- 
pared to do if I show you the evidence 1 tell you 1 have* I am more than willing 
for you to see it. But I think it not unfair to aak you to indicate, if you 
agree I correctly represent it,K^ou are willing to do about it. I sm not asking 
for a specific answer as much as a general statement, a declaration of intent, 
of which I will not make use without your specific agreement and which I do not, 
in any event, visualize any use for in my writhg. 

^n short, I am willing to guarantee you that any evidence of good 
faith you may give me is not something- I will use to embarrass you. However, 

I also want assurances from you that you will preserve my confidence, without 
any exceptions or reservations, and that what I am prepared to show you will 
not go any further without my written assent. 

We face a muster of 'serious problems £ urge you to consider, ^irat 
of all, there has been wnst you do not Mow believe, a serious miscarriage of 
justice involving the national integrity as it has never in history been com- 
promised. Next, this is the sort of thing that ean be used and misused out of 
context, as scandal or mere sensation. I am opposed to both. ( You may also be 
unwilling to believe it, but were it my intention to embarrass you personally, 

A have mors.- then enough from the files to do this. I have used what I would hope 
would be embarrassing to staff lawyers In my writing, but never for this purpose, 
always in what I regard as a proper context. This includes you.) Then there 
ths reputations of some of the people involved. I see nothing constructive in 
needless hurt of those who may have been without evil active, no matter how 
wrong they may have been, no matter how much less than the country should have 
been able to expect of them they gave. I think it, in fact, important that there 
not be more goats, more diversions, for then truth will suffer, and the essence 
is fact, what happened and ho* did it happen. 




I regard what 1 have as valuable literary and historical property, 
despite the reluctance of publishers to address this subject, for which part 
of tiie blame or credit belongs to those of waom you are one. I therefore 
expect strictly honors ble conduct from you and in return for this I will 
extend my trust . 

You sayjjf, "I would be pleased to consider the evidence". Were you 
to spend a week here, I do not think you could complete examination of the 
materials I now have that I think beer directly and heavily on the rest of the 
paragraph. 



however, i have some thing? that were denied you. I think if you 
were to examine these it would suffice to show you I am not telling you idle 
tales. I will go so far as to tell you I believe that some of what x . now have 
can be perused in less than an hour and should leave you without doubt about 
the unquestionable accuracy of what am telling you. Y ou will be happy, I 
...think, 4>o know these are not in your area of Commission assignment (which is not 
the reason i am writing, you)' •" ;V : 

Despite some of the nastier accusations against me, I cannot fly out to 
see you for I simply haven’t the funds. ;i 'his work, rather than profitable 
'."scavenging", has put me deep in debt. Besides, were I able to, I could carry 
only so much with me, and upon receiving the assurances I ask of you, 1 will 
not limit what I am willing to show you. So, it would.be better if you could be 
here, whenever that is possible. There may, in the course of your normal affairs, 
be a time when you will be east. I am within an hour ofthree airports all providing 
nonstop flights to your locality. I am willing to meet you at any of these airports 
and bring you here. When you are ready to return, I will taka you to the plana. 

There are fine accomodations within ten minutes of hers or you can stay with us 
should you decide to remain more than the brief, minimum time required. 

If you will consider the foregoing carefully, I believe you may be 
able to see that I am trying to be fair and reasonable, and that I am offering 
to go to some time and trouble (and I am jealous of any time I take from my writing) 
and, although it is slight, some cost, which i-s a factor when have neither 
income nor subsidy. I hope that some time in the not too distant future you will 
see fit to accept it. 



It the ssme time, I want to be quite frank with you. I, have obtained 
competent counsel and will soon be filing suits under the "Freedom o^ Information" 
law. Under the law, with which you may not be familiar, such suits go to tbs top 
of the docket. They will be heard not long after filing. I believe it will then 
be to^ late for those with reputations to preserve to do so as successfully as 
they might have hoped. 

The airports referred to above are the two at <;ashington and Baltimore’s. 
Only ope of Washington's has non-stop flights home for you. Baltimore also does. 



Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 



